Local Concept Development Study for
PASSAIC COUNTY
Sixth Avenue Bridge over the Passaic River
City of Paterson, Borough of Prospect Park and Borough of Hawthorne

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER MEETING NO. 1
SUMMARY REPORT
Borough of Prospect Park – Afternoon Session
DATE:

Thursday, February 23, 2017

TIME:

2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

LOCATION:

Borough of Prospect Park Municipal Building, Public Council Room
106 Brown Avenue, Prospect Park, NJ

ATTENDEES:

Sign-In Sheets (available upon request)

PURPOSE OF MEETING
The purpose of the Public Information Center meeting was to introduce the project team, present
the project status and schedule, and to obtain input from the general public on the community
interests associated with the Passaic County Sixth Avenue Bridge over the Passaic River. (Project
Information Handout attached).
MEETING SUMMARY
1. Based upon the sign-in sheets, a total of six (6) individuals attended the Public Information
Center (PIC) meeting in the Borough of Prospect Park from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Six (6)
project team members were in attendance.
2. The meeting was designed as an open house format with display boards to provide project
information for viewing by the general public and for reference in addressing any questions from
the public. The County and Project Team members were in attendance to present information
and assist with questions from the community stakeholders and general public.
3. Two handouts were available at the sign-in table: (1) PIC Project Information Handout and (2)
blank PIC Comment Form distributed to the general public upon sign-in to the meeting. The
Comment Form could be completed by hand at the meeting or could be faxed, emailed or
mailed to Passaic County Project Manager, Jonathan Pera, P.E. Both Handouts are posted on
the project website: www.sixthavenuebridge.com (Handouts attached).
4. Additional blank Community Input Survey forms were available for those interested, who had
not already completed a survey. The Community Input Survey was also available on the project
website to enter online or to print out. No completed individual Community Input Surveys were
received at the afternoon meeting. Two (2) completed individual Community Input Surveys
were received during the evening session in Paterson.
5. The project display boards used to share information during the open house included: (1) aerial
map of project study area, (2) environmental screening map indicating resources and

Passaic County Sixth Avenue Bridge LCD Study – PICMtg1Rpt - Prospect Park - 2/23/17

Page 1 of 5

Local Concept Development Study for
PASSAIC COUNTY
Sixth Avenue Bridge over the Passaic River
City of Paterson, Borough of Prospect Park and Borough of Hawthorne
constraints, and the (3) Local Project Delivery Program process table. Also a draft of the
purpose and need statement with goals and objectives was displayed on newsprint.
6. A screen presentation area was available with seating for viewing the PowerPoint presentation,
which was presented at 2:30 p.m. After introductions from the Project Team, Jonathan Pera,
Passaic County Project Manager, provided an overview of the Bridge Study noting the following:
(a) The current bridge is a temporary bridge that extended beyond the intended serviceable
life. Maintenance and repairs were done to maintain the bridge crossing, however the
substructure is in poor condition and there is a need to make improvements that are too
great for the County so an application was submitted to the North Jersey Transportation
Planning Authority (NJTPA for federal funding. The Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) and cooperating agencies, are overseeing the Sixth Avenue Bridge Study.
(b) The NJTPA has a program in place, the Local Project Delivery Process, to ensure
compliance with federal requirements for funding, including the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) and community outreach. The comprehensive community outreach
effort consists of: (1) local officials meetings with the three municipalities of Prospect Park,
Hawthorne and City of Paterson; (2) meeting with community stakeholders interested in
bridge improvements and participating in the Bridge Study; and (3) general public
information center (PIC) meetings. The Project Information Handout provides the list of
anticipated meetings.
7. Marty Wade, Michael Baker International Deputy Project Manager, presented information using
PowerPoint presentation slides on the project status, preliminary bridge condition, data to be
collected, and estimated time schedule as noted on the Project Information Handout (Public
meeting PowerPoint presentation available on the project web site):
• During the LCD Study phase, data will be collected and evaluated along with various
bridge rehabilitation and replacement alternative options. The goal of the LCD Study
phase is to have a Preliminary Preferred Alternative (PPA) with community support and
municipal resolutions of support, to move forward to the design phase.
• Data collection has started. There will be base map surveying, geotechnical boring, as
well as other engineering analysis used to examine the existing bridge condition.
• The project team is reviewing existing bridge inspection reports, has begun identifying
existing substandard design elements and gathering accident and historic traffic count
data. Both year-round and seasonal traffic are part of the analysis.
• Environmental screening such as identifying floodplains, hazardous waste, endangered
species and cultural resources is part of this phase.
• The Local Concept Development Phase is anticipated to be completed in 24 months
(Spring 2018).

Passaic County Sixth Avenue Bridge LCD Study – PICMtg1Rpt - Prospect Park - 2/23/17

Page 2 of 5

Local Concept Development Study for
PASSAIC COUNTY
Sixth Avenue Bridge over the Passaic River
City of Paterson, Borough of Prospect Park and Borough of Hawthorne
8. Martine Culbertson, Community Involvement Facilitator, provided an overview of the community
input survey results via power point presentation slides and of the community outreach as also
indicated on the Project Information Handout. • Martine encouraged attendees to complete
the PIC Comment Form to provide input on the information presented at the pubic meeting in
helping to develop the Purpose and Need Statement from which the conceptual alternatives will
be developed.
• The comments received at the first Community Stakeholders Meeting No. 1 were displayed
on newsprint at the public meeting for viewing.
• Attendees interested in attending the next Community Stakeholders Meeting No. 2 to
complete a Community Input Survey and inform the sign-in table project team members.
• Any questions can be addressed at any of the display areas where members of the Project
Team are available for further discussion and to answer any specific questions.
9. Below are the comments shared by attendees during the Q&A at the end of the brief
presentation, noted by Project Team members as follows:
• Turning radius at the bridge in Prospect Park is a big concern especially for trucks.
• There is a new school bus company with a large lot in Paterson near the river, peak traffic in
area around 3-4pm with schools and Bunker Hill employees leaving (many shifts), 6-7pm is
other traffic from NYC commuters.
• Create a truck turning lane on the bridge to prevent cars backing up in both directions at the
intersection.
•

People walk in road rather than on the one sidewalk.

• A truck turning training video was filmed at the Sixth Avenue Bridge and Prospect Park
intersection by the Pepsi Company.
• Question: When will the bridge be replaced? and where?
Response: This Study is determine what improvements are needed, which includes
consideration of a bridge replacement and the location could be in the same location or to a
location to the north or south, up or down the river. Once the purpose and needs are
identified, the project team will look at conceptual alternatives. Should a bridge replacement
be recommended, it would need to then go through design and construction phases each is
an estimated 18-24 months, so it takes about 6 years minimum. The decision to replace
and where would be determined at the end of this Study.
• Question: How long could the bridge be down?
Response: Estimated time for construction of a bridge replacement is 18-24 months.
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• Question: If bridge closes what about people crossing?
Response: During the design phases, the project team will examine construction staging
and detours that includes alternative transportation for pedestrians and cyclists if the bridge
is closed to all modes of transportation.
• Comment: When the bridge closes, there is back-up traffic everywhere else. What will be
done?
Response: Whether the Study determines if the bridge is a rehabilitated or replaced or
partially replaced, any impacts to traffic and mobility will be considered. There will be ongoing community outreach during the design phases and in construction to work with local
police, fire OEM and the communities to provide safe access.
• Comment: A need exists for residents to be able to cross the bridge.
Response: The project team will work with local officials and the communities to provide
safe access for businesses and the public for all modes of transportation.
• Check with fire department services on both sides of Passaic River as to access to the river
in this location; identify location of any launch areas (natural or man-made).
• NJ Transit doesn’t operate any buses over the Sixth Avenue Bridge, but will continue to be
informed of the status of the bridge study should future opportunities be identified for service
in this area.
• The intersections can use better crosswalks, handicap ramps, and push buttons for the traffic
signal.
10. At the end of the presentation, Jonathan thanked attendees for their time and input. Attendees
were encouraged to take copies of the handouts to share information with others. The 30-day
comment period ends as of Friday, March 31, 2017 for the purpose and need. The next public
meeting would be after the next Community Stakeholders Meeting No. 2 anticipated in the fall
2017 or early 2018 to present the Purpose and Need Statement and proposed conceptual
alternatives for bridge improvements to the general public.
11. The attendees expressed their thanks for the opportunity to discuss and comment on the bridge
study and possible bridge improvements. The PIC open house adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
12. No completed PIC Comment Forms were received at the afternoon meeting session in the
Borough of Prospect Park (2-4pm). No PIC Comment Forms were received at the evening
session in the City of Paterson (6-8pm).
Additional Notes:
13. During the public meeting comment period, a total of two (2) PIC Comments were submitted to
the County within the 30-day comment period, which ended on Friday, March 31, 2017 for the
project purpose and need. The PIC Comments received are attached to this summary meeting
report with the personal contact information marked. The summary report is posted on the
project web site under Community Involvement, Activities to Date.
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14. Please note that any responses to PIC comments are reflected in the Frequently Asked
Questions on the project website (www.sixthavenuebridge.com). The input from the PIC
Meeting No. 1 comments received provided information for the development of the goals and
objectives of the Purpose and Need Statement.

We believe the foregoing to be an accurate summary of discussions and related decisions. We would appreciate notification of
exceptions or corrections to the meeting summary within three (3) working days of receipt. Without notification, this meeting summary
will be considered to be record of fact.
Jonathan Pera P.E., Passaic County Project Manager
Sixth Avenue Bridge Study Project Team
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Public Information Center Meeting
The County of Passaic, in cooperation with the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority,
the New Jersey Department of Transportation, and the Federal Highway Administration, will be
hosting two Public Information Center meetings to inform local residents, organizations,
businesses and the general public of the Local Concept Development Study for the Sixth
Avenue Bridge over the Passaic River located between the City of Paterson and the Boroughs
of Prospect Park and Hawthorne.
The purpose of the Public Information Center meetings are to inform the public of the condition
of the bridge and to solicit public input and comment towards the project purpose and need.
These meetings are being conducted in conformance with Federal and State regulations. The
public is invited and encouraged to comment on the study. The public may attend either or both
open house format meetings.
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2017
Time:

2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. (brief presentation at 2:30 p.m.)

Place: Borough of Prospect Park Municipal Building
106 Brown Avenue, Prospect Park, NJ
Time:

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. (brief presentation at 6:30 p.m.)

Place: Riverside Vets Community and Recreation Center
165 5th Avenue, Paterson, NJ
Written comments will be accepted through Friday, March 24, 2017. Comments may be mailed,
emailed, or faxed to:
Jonathan Pera, P.E.
Passaic County Project Manager
County of Passaic
Department of Public Works
Division of Engineering
401 Grand Street
Paterson, NJ 07505
Fax: 973-742-3936
Email: jonathanp@passaiccountynj.org
These meetings are open to all members of the public.
For additional information, please visit the project website:
www.SixthAvenueBridge.com (effective online: 2/15/17)

Reunión de Centro de Información Pública
El Condado de Passaic, en cooperación con la Administración de Planificación de Transporte de North Jersey, el
Departamento de Transporte de Nueva Jersey y la Administración Federal de Carreteras, organizará dos reuniones de
Centro de Información Pública para informar a los residentes locales, organizaciones, empresas y al público en general
de el Estudio de Desarrollo de Concepto Local para el Puente de la Sexta Avenida sobre el Río Passaic localizado entre
la Ciudad de Paterson y los Municipios de Prospect Park y Hawthorne.
El propósito de las reuniones de Centro de Información Pública es informar al público de la condición del puente y
solicitar la opinión pública y comentarios sobre el propósito y la necesidad del proyecto. Estas reuniones se llevan a cabo
de conformidad con las regulaciones federales y estatales. El público es invitado y animado a comentar sobre el estudio.
El público puede asistir a una o ambas reuniones de formato abierto.
Fecha: Jueves, 23 de febrero de 2017
Hora:
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. (breve presentación a las 2:30 p.m.)
Lugar: Borough of Prospect Park Municipal Building (Edificio Municipal)
106 Brown Avenue, Prospect Park, NJ
Hora:
Lugar:

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (breve presentación a las 6:30 p.m.)
Riverside Vets Community and Recreation Center (Centro de Recreación y Comunidad)
165 5th Avenue, Paterson, NJ

Los comentarios por escrito serán aceptados hasta el viernes 24 de marzo de 2017. Los comentarios se pueden enviar
por correo, por correo electrónico o por fax a:
Jonathan Pera, P.E., Passaic County Project Manager
County of Passaic
Department of Public Works
Division of Engineering
401 Grand Street
Paterson, NJ 07505
FAX: 973-742-3936
jonathanp@passaiccountynj.org
Estas reuniones están abiertas a todos los miembros del público. Para obtener información adicional, visite el sitio web
del proyecto: www.SixthAvenueBridge.com (en línea: 2/15/17)
اجتماع مركزي عام للمعلومات
 سيتم استضافة اجتماعين، وإدارة الطرق السريعة االتحادية، وإدارة والية نيو جيرسي للنقل، بالتعاون مع سلطة نورث جيرسي لتخطيط النقل،مقاطعة باسيك
إلبالغ السكان المحليين والمنظمات والشركات والجمھور العام لدراسة تطوير مفھوم جسرشارع المحلي السادس فوق نھر باسيك الواقع بين مدينة باترسون
.واحياء بروسبكت بارك وھوثورن
 وتجري ھذه االجتماعات في.والغرض من ھذه االجتماعا يھدف إلى إعالم الجمھور عن حالة الجسر والتماس آراء الجمھور والتعليق من أجل غرض المشروع
 قد يحضر الجمھوراحدا االجتماعيني. الجمھور مدعو ونشجعھما علي التعليق على الدراسة.التوافق مع اللوائح الفيدرالية والواليه
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2017
Time: 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. (brief presentation at 2:30 p.m.)
Place: Borough of Prospect Park Municipal Building
106 Brown Avenue, Prospect Park, NJ
Time:
Place:

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. (brief presentation at 6:30 p.m.)
Riverside Vets Community and Recreation Center
165 5th Avenue, Paterson, NJ
: أو بالفاكس إلى، عبر البريد االلكتروني،2017  مارس24 ،يتم قبول التعليقات المكتوبة حتي يوم الجمعة

Jonathan Pera, P.E., Passaic County Project Manager
County of Passaic
Department of Public Works
Division of Engineering
401 Grand Street
Paterson, NJ 07505
FAX: 973-742-3936
jonathanp@passaiccountynj.org
: يرجى زيارة موقع المشروع، للحصول على معلومات إضافية.ھذه االجتماعات مفتوحة لجميع أفراد الجمھور
www.SixthAvenueBridge.com (online: 2/15/17)
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Project Purpose & Need: Public Comments & Suggestions
Please use the space below to provide comments or suggestions (Please print legibly):
Name:
_____________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address:
_____________________________________________________________________
Telephone/Email:
_____________________________________________________________________
Comments/Suggestions:

Kindly submit the comments by Friday, March 31, 2017 to:
Jonathan Pera, P.E.
Passaic County Project Manager
County of Passaic
Department of Public Works
Division of Engineering
401 Grand Street
Paterson, NJ 07505
Fax: 973-742-3936
Email: jonathanp@passaiccountynj.org
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PROJECT INFORMATION

Passaic County in conjunction with the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA)
and the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) is performing a Local Concept
Development (LCD) Study for the Sixth Avenue Bridge over the Passaic River in the City of
Paterson, Borough of Prospect Park and Borough of Hawthorne. The overall purpose of this LCD
study is to address structural, geometric, and operational deficiencies of the Sixth Avenue Bridge over
the Passaic River and to provide a safe and efficient crossing for all modes of transportation. The
LCD study will also review and assess existing roadway conditions within the project limits.
The Sixth Avenue Bridge (Structure No. 1600-012) designated County Route 652 crosses over the
Passaic River connecting the City of Paterson with the Borough of Prospect Park and intersecting a
portion of the Borough of Hawthorne in Passaic County. The Sixth Avenue Bridge is the main
crossing from Paterson to points west, including William Paterson University and the Passaic
County Vocational & Technical High School. The bridge is an important connection between the
Bunker Hill section of Paterson and the communities of Hawthorne and Prospect Park.
The Project Background:
The bridge was originally constructed circa 1900 and consisted of a four span steel arch structure
supported on stone masonry piers and abutments. In 1987, the four span steel arch structures were
replaced with temporary four span continuous steel Acrow panel trusses. The bridge roadway deck
was replaced with an open-grid steel decking system. The Sixth Avenue Bridge is classified as
fracture critical due to the non-redundant continuous steel Acrow panel trusses. The Acrow panel
trusses were installed over 29 years ago, which is beyond the typical temporary time period. The
Acrow panel trusses are showing signs of age, fatigue, rust, missing/dislodged components and
loose/shifted pins. The 2015 Bridge Re-Evaluation Report identified a number of safety concerns
related to the deck geometry, superstructure and substructure of the bridge. In total, the report rated
the Sixth Avenue Bridge’s overall condition as fair due to the condition of the superstructure and
substructure. The bridge is functionally obsolete due to inadequate deck geometry.

The Proposed Study:
During the LCD phase a well-defined and well-justified Purpose and Need Statement will be
developed focusing on the need to improve safety and maintain a local crossing over the Passaic
River in the Study Area. The LCD Phase elements also include data collection; coordination with the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), local municipal officials, community stakeholders, and
permitting agencies; and the development of a reasonable number of sensible and practical conceptual
alternatives, culminating in a recommended Preliminary Preferred Alternative. The study process
will include environmental, right of way, access, utilities, design, community involvement,
constructability, and cost.
The primary tasks of stakeholders are to provide community input to assist in the development of
the Project Purpose and Need Statement, assist in the development of conceptual alternatives,
identify possible fatal flaws, and to assist in the development of a recommended Preliminary
Preferred Alternative based on the Project Purpose and Need.
Local Concept Development Project Schedule (Major Milestones)
Develop Project Purpose and Need Statement

Winter 2017

Development of Conceptual Alternatives

Spring 2017

Recommended Preliminary Preferred Alternative

Summer 2017

Submission of Draft Concept Development Report

Fall 2017

Obtain Resolutions of Support for Preliminary Preferred Alternative

Fall 2017

Completion of Local Concept Development Phase

Winter 2018

Anticipated Community Involvement Schedule
Community Stakeholders Meeting for Purpose & Need Statement Development

Winter 2017

Public Information Center for Purpose and Need Statement Development

Winter 2017

Obtain Community Stakeholders Input for Developed Alternatives

Summer 2017

Public Information Center Presentation of Developed Alternatives

Summer 2017

Local Officials Meeting No. 2 for Preliminary Preferred Alternative Recommendation

Fall 2017

Local Officials Meeting No. 3 for Obtaining Resolutions of Support

Fall 2017

Contact Information
Jonathan Pera, P.E.
Passaic County Project Manager
County of Passaic
Department of Public Works
Division of Engineering
401 Grand Street
Paterson, NJ 07505
973-881-4456
jonathanp@passaiccountynj.org

Steven J. Edmond, P.E
Passaic County Engineer

For additional information, please visit the Project Website: www.sixthavenuebridge.com

